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5 HE following Sheets are now 
Publiſhed by May of Supplement 
to the Engliſh-Edition of Mr. Oftervald's 
Arguments and Reflexions on the Books 
and Chapters of the Old and New Te- 
ſtament, which were ſome Tears ago 
Tranſlated by Mr. Chamberlayne, at the 
Requeſt and Charge of The Society for 
Promoting Chriſtian Knowledge ; having 
been ſent over by the Reverend Author 
for the ſame Purpoſe. Since which Time, 
Mr. Oſtervald has /ately Publiſhed the 
Original in a large Quarto Edition at 
Neufchatel, with this Introduction of 
Preface. | 


THE 
Preliminary Diſcourſe, 


Giving an Account of the following Work, , 
and ſome Juſtructions about Reading 


the Holy Scriptures. 


= HEN we publiſhed the 
j: Liturgy of the Churches 
of Neufchatel ſome Years 
ago, we acquainted the 
Publick, That theRead- 
ing of the Holy Scripture 
was eſtabliſh'd to be Part 
of the e Service of theſe Churches; 
and that, in Order to render the reading 
thereof more uſeful to the People, it was 
thought neceſſary to add to each Chapter 
of the Old and New Teſtament, certain 
Arguments, that ſhew'd the Contents or 
Subſtance of them, and Reflections or Ob- 
ſervations importing their Uſe. That 
Was what gave Occaſion to ſet a this 
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Work, in which we propos'd to ourſelves 
to ſhew, in the eleareſt and plaineſt Man- 
ner, all that was moſt eſſential to be con- 
ſider d about the Chapters of the Scrip- 
ture, to underttand . and to profit 
by them. 

"We ſhall not repeat here, what has 
been ſaid in the Preface» of the Liturgy, 
concerning the Neceſſity there is to re- 


ſtore. the Nara of the Word f. 


the Rank it bas always Werther 15 
the publick Worſhip, as well among 
Fetus as Chriſtiaur; and about the Man- 
ner wherein it is perform d in the 
Churches of Nexfchatel.. We only think 
it may be neceſſary to premiſe theſe three 
Thin 8. 

Furt, We have made the Reflections 


| ws! . as wes" poſhble to be done, 


Without omitting -any Thing efſential, 
and without falling 0 Obſcurity. I he 
Rea ſon of this our Proceeding was, on the 
one Hand, that we might not make the 
Service too long; and on the other, that 
by net overloading the Refleftions, nor 
extending them too far, the People might 
the more eaſily retain them. It was up- 
on the ſame Account that we divided the 
Chapters when they were too long, or 
When — contained a Ereat Deal of 
"Matter," s 


22 acer As the Hiſtory of the Kings 
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0 9 1 Kings, ; 


\s# F* i 1 n "w we 


- p { wb * 7 
of 1 2 7 N 4 % * 1 — 4 
Py 4 * * _ * 
ny 3 m_ 1 
— - - 6 1 - i * Te — « ? K * oY 7 
0 « 
. : . A 
, , | 


Kings, and in thoſe of the Chronicles, we 
have not thought it proper to read 
thoſe Books one after the other, or one 
Chapter after the other; but we read 
one While in Kings, and another in 
Chronicles, according as the Order of the 
Hiſtory requires, and as the Events or 
Actions are related with more Exactneſs 
in the one, than in the other Place. 
Thirdly, There are ſome Chapters, up- 


on which it has not been thought fit to 


make any particular Arguments or Re- 


Hleftions. In omitting thoſe Chapters, 


we have conformed ourſelves to what has 
been done at all Times, and to what is 
praiſed even at this Day in ſeveral 
Countries, and eſpecially in England; 
where the Church of that Nation has 
left out ſeveral Chapters in the publick 
Reading of the Holy Scripture, as may 
be ſeen in her Table of Leſſths at the 
Beginning of her Excellent Liturgy. The 


Reader will ſee in this Work, which of 


thoſe Chapters we have not thought pro- 
per to read in the ordinary Service; and 
it will be no difficult Matter to difcover 
the Reaſon why they are omitted; never- 
theleſs Care has been taken to note the 


Contents of them. 


As we did not pretend at firſt to draw 


up theſe Arguments and theſe Reflefticns, 
but only for the Uſe of our own Church- 


es; we had no thought then, that they 
A 4 would 
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would ever be publiſhed} But having 
given out, ſome Copies of em, and ſeve- 
ral Perſons having been of Opinion that 


they might likewiſe, be of ſome. Benefit 


to private Perſons and Families, it has at 
laſt determined us to print them. 
And indeed jt cannot be denied, but 
that a thing of the, Nature of what is 
propoſed in this Work, if well perform- 


ed, would be of great Service to render 


the. Knowledge of the Scripture more 
eafy to the common People; and to teach 
them to apply it to that End for which 
God: has been pleaſed to communicate it 
to Mankind. "Tis even ſurpriſing, that 
to this Hour we have not procured for 
the lower Rank of Chriſtians, all thoſe 
Helps of which they ſtand in Need for 
this Purpoſe; and that thoſe that have 
compoſed whole Books for explaining the 
Bible, have only calculated them for the 
Uſe of profeſſed Diyines and learned 
Men; and that they have not likewiſe 
labour d for the Inſtruction of the com- 
mon People, and the moſt ignorant Per- 
ſons, whoſe Numbers are ſo great. We are 
far from Flattering ourſelves of coming 
up to the Scheme which we had formed, or 
of having done in this Work all that was 
neceſſary for the publick Edification. Ne- 
vertheleſs, we have thought fit to ſend it 


into the World, ſuch as it is, in Hopes 


that, 
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that, among ſuc 
able Heads, there may be found ſome, 
who would vouchſafe to undertake 2 
Work, which, tho' calculated for the. 
meaner Sort of People, would not be un- 
worthy the moſt learned, and would even 
require all their Capacity, and all their 
Lights. But as it would be in vain. to 
furniſh Men with Helps and Means for 
reading the Scripture to their Advantage, 
if they themſelves ſhould not apply their 
Thoughts to the Study thereof, or if 
they did not do it with ſuch Diſpoſitions 
as are neceſſary; we have thought that 
it might not be improper here to give 
ſome Inſtructions upon this Subject. 


In the very firſt Place, we cannot avoid 
lamenting the ſupine Neglect of thoſe 
Perſons, who do not read the Scriptures 
at all. We ſhall not take any Notice 
here of that numberleſs Multitude of 
Chriſtians, among whom, the Bible is a 
Book which is almoſt entirely unknown; 
their Guides not permitting the ſame to 
be read but by certain Kinds of Perſons, 
and with great Care and Precaution ; as if 
it were a very dangerous Thing to put the 
Word of God into the Hands of all Peo- 
ple. But without conſidering them or 
their Reaſons, we ſhall content ourſelves 
in affirming, that even among thoſe to 
whom the reading of thoſe Holy Books 
are 


Number of wiſe and © 
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are recommended, t greateſt Part 


not apply themſelves thereto. True it 15; 
feveral are not in a Condition to do it, 
for Want of having learned to read; that 


is a great Evil, and it is ſhameful for 


Chriſtians, that the Number of thoſe who 


cannot read is ſtill ſo great among us. 
To which we may likewiſe add, that a 


good many do not read the Word of God, 


becauſe they are ſo poor, as not to be a- 


ble to purchaſe that divine Book. It 


ſhould therefore be the Care of thoſe, to 
whom God has given Wealth, to de- 
vote ſome Part thereof to fo pious and 
holy a Uſe, as that of providing Bibles 


for ſuch People. One might add, that 


2 great Number of houſhold Servants, 
and other Perſons of the like Rank, can- 


not find Leiſure for ſuch Reading, which, 


however, is ſo neceſſary to them; becauſe 


their Maſters do not allow them Time 


for it, But we cannot ſufficiently con- 


demn ſo many Chriſtians, who are in a 


Capacity of reading the Word of God, 
and yet do not vouchſafe to do it. 
God has been pleaſed, out of his deep 


Wisdom and great Goodneſs, to provide 
Mankind with the moſt perfect Means of 


being inſtructed ; that is, the Revelation 


of his Will. He has inſpired the Prophets 
and the Apoſtles; and he has thought fit 


that their Writings ſhould be preſerved, to 


the End that Truth in its utmoſt Purity 


might 
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might always ſubſiſt there; without being 


changed or alter d by Forgetfulneſs, In- 


conſtancy, Negligence, or the Malice of 
Men. Thus the Scripture is the moſt 
ecious Gift that God has made to Man- 
ind, together with that of his only Son ; 
it is a Treaſure in which he has depoſited 
all that can inrich and render us happy. 
And we can have but little value for 
, God and his Gifts, if we do not make 
our Advantage of this. And is-it not a 
great Preſumption for any one to imagine, 
that he can live without ſuch an Aſſiſt- 
ance which God himſelf has thought fo 
neceflary for us? 8 | 
The Primitive Chriſtians made a con- 
ſtant uſe of the Holy Scripture ; and as 
it was regularly read in their Meetings, 
they themſelves likewiſe ſtudied it with 
no leſs Diligence and Reverence in their 
own Families. But in Proceſs of Time, and 
in Proportion to the increaſe of Ignorance 
and Superſtition, the Uſe of the Bible 
was laid aſide. The People were no far- 
ther acquainted with it: The Cuſtom of 
Reading ſome Part of it in the Church 
was indeed kept up, but that reading 
being performed in a Language which 
the People did not underſtand, it became 
abſolutely unprofitable. Finally, the 
particular Uſe of the Word of God ceafſ- 
ed entirely; ſo that this divine Light 
was, as we may ſay, extinguiſhed for 5 
2 ya vera 
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veral Ages. It is about two hundred 
Years ago, that it was taken from under 
the Buſhel where it had been fo long 
concealed. In ſeveral Parts of Chriſten- 
dom, the People recover'd their Right of 
Reading the Scripture ; but moſt of thoſe 
who are in a Capacity of enjoying it, 
make no Uſe of ſo great an Advantage. 
It is from this Indifference which we 
have for the Reading of the Holy Books, 
that the Ignorance in which the greateſt 
Part of Chriſtians are involved doth pro- 
ceed. This is the Cauſe that they have 
but a ſuperficial Knowledge of the Truths 
and Duties of Chriſtianity, and that ma- 


ny do even entertain ſuch falſe Notions 


thereof. This is the Spring of all thoſe 
Errors which prevail ſo much, and of ſo 
many licentious as well as impious Opi- 


nions that are multiplied and diſperſed 


ſtill more and more; for the Moment we 
abandon Scripture, which is the only 

Rule of our Faith, and the Spring from 
whence we draw all our Lights, to follow 
our own, Reaſonings, we cannot . fail 
wandering out of the Way. 'The forſa- 
king Scripture, is the Cauſe why we ſee 
ſo many People in ſeveral Places pretend- 


ing to the Gift of Inſpiration, and of ha- 


ving attained to the higheſt Degree of 
Holineſs and Perfection, and yet fall into 
the moſt extravagant Notions, and ſuch 


as are ſometimes contrary even to the 
Purity 


* 
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Purity of Manners. In a Word, it is to 
the ſame Cauſe that we may aſcribe the 
Looſeneſs of the carnal and worldly Lives 
of Chriſtians. All this proceeds from 
our neglecting to read the Holy Scripture, 
and not making that Uſe of it, for which 
God was pleaſed to give it us. | 

It is true, the Church might in ſome 
Manner ſupply this Negle& of Chriſtians, 
by cauſing the Word of God to be read 
in their religious Meetings, And if it ap- 
pears ſtrange that the People do not read 
it, it is yet more ſtrange that it is not 
read at the publick Service. But tho' it 
ſhould be read publickly and regularly 
in the Church, that would not be ſuffict- 
ent, unleſs Chriſtians ſhould likewiſe” 

read it in their Houſes. The formal 
Declarations of the Word of God it ſelf, 
the Practice. of the Church, as well un- 
der the new, as the old Diſpenſation, 
and ſeveral Reaſons befides, which need 
not be related here, do all eſtabliſh this 
Neceſſity. The private Reading of Scri- 
pture has even ſome Advantages which 
the Publick wants. When we read in 
private, we may do it with greater Lei- 
ſure, we may conſider the Matter with 
more Attention, we may repeat it over 
and over, and make a more exact Appli- 
cation thereof to our own Purpoſes. It 
1s likewiſe by the ſame Means that Men 
may make more Advantages of what they 
hear 
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hear in publick, it not being poſſible to 
comprehend aright what is deliver dat 
publick Ianſtructions and in Sermons, if 
we be not Maſters of the Scripture. Be- 
ſides this, the Reading in private, cheriſh- 
es and keeps up Piety and Devotion; 


but thoſe who negle& the ſame, do infal- 


libly fall into a Coldneſs, and; even a 


Diſguſt of divine Things; which cannot 
but — attended with a Remiſneſs in the 


Duties of Piety, and the abandoning our- 


ſelves to the Government of our Paſſions. 
Now to paſs on to the Manner in 
which the Scripture ought to be read, 
we ſhall make here ſome: Remarks: 
Firft, upon the Books of the Holy Secri- 
pture, and the different Parts thereof. 
And Scomdly, upon the Diſpoſitions We 
ought to bring to this Reading. | 
Fit, Every Body knows that the Gents 
pture comprehends the Old and New Te- 
ftament : As for the Books of the Old 


'Te flament; which were writ before the 


coming of our Saviour, as it is that 
Part of, the Bible which we read the 
leaſt, and which even a vaſt Number of 
People never read at all, it is neceſſa 
that we ſhould here ſhow the Uſefulne 
of thoſe Books. It is a great Miſtake to 
imagine, that they were only given to 
the Fezws; and that . are of no Bene- 

fit at all to rn : uh ras _ 
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that, (a) Whatſperor Things were, writ- 
ten ee an" for our ws rd 
ing ; ing what happen to 
the Children of Jrael, he ſays, that, all 
theſe Things happen d unto them for En- 
ſamples: (b) And they are written, for 
our Admonition;, upon whem. the of 
the World are come. Jeſus Chriſt himſelf 
exhorts his Diſciples to, (c) Search the 
Scriptures; for, ſays he, in them ye think 
ne have eternal Life, and they are they 
hich teftifie of me. When ou Lord 
ſpeaks thus, he recommends the Reading 
and Meditation of the Writings of Moſes 
and the Prophets; which. he, does, like, 
wiſe in ſeveral other Places. It is from 
the Knowledge of what is related in 
thoſe Writings, . that the, Underſtanding 
of the Principal Articles of the Chriſtian 
Religion depends. We have a very 
ſtrong and moſt remarkable Inſtance of it, 
which Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles make 
of the Hiſtories; the Prophecies, and o- 
ther Paſſages of the Ola 77 There 
are even whole Books in the New, which 
cannot be underſtood if the Old has not 
been read with ſome Attention. This 
may be ſaid more eſpecially of the Epiſtle 
to the Hebrews, which is nothing on 


—— 
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is Me Protiminary Difoutſs 
but a Compariſon and Parallel between 
the Law and the Goſpel. 

But the better to diſoover the Advan- 
tage of the Books of the Old Teftament; - 
we ought to conſider what thoſe Books 
contain. They are of three Kinds, 18. 
Hiſtorical Books ; Dagmatical and Moral 
Books ; and Prophetical Bool e. 

The Hiſtorical Books are the firſt in 
Order: They begin at Geneſis, and end 
at the Book of Eſther ; they are called 

Hiſtorical, becaule, - excepting ſome Paſ- 
ſages in the Books of Moſes, which con- 
tain the Laws that God gave the Jes, 
we find therein nothing but Hiſtory. 
There we ſee the moſt conſiderable Events 
in the World with reſpect to Religion, 
and the People of God, that occurred 
from the Creation, to the Return from 
the Captivity at Babylon. It is at theſe 
Books that we are to'begin, and we are 
to obſerve upon that: Subject, that God 
was pleaſed firſt to inſtruct his Church 
by Hiſtory; that Way of Inſtruction be- 


* the moſt ſimple and the moſt plain, is 


proportion d to the Capacity of all De- 
grees of Men. Hiſtories are always eaſy 


to be comprehended and retained; even 


Children themſelves underſtand 'emwith- 
out Difficulty ; and accordingly it is by 
them that we ought to lay the firſt 
Foundation of their Inſtruction. Beſides, 


it is upon Hiſtory, and Matters of F act, 
that 
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en that all Religion is built; it is from Hiſto- 
v that we draw thoſe invincible Proofs of 
1 the Truth, and of the Divinity of the Scri- 
5 ptures. Beſides this, the Hiſtories of the Nezw 
2 Teftament include in them the Doctrines 
7 and the Duties of Religion. They pro- 
_ to us ſeveral noble Examples, where- 
y we may contemplate the Providence 
of God, as well as his Wiſdom, Good- 
neſs, Juſtice and Favour to good People, 
together with his Wrath and Vengeance 
againſt thoſe that offend him, The Ele- 
venth Chapter of the Epiſtle to the He- 
brews is remarkable upon this Occaſion : 
St. Paul having a Mind to ſet before 
our Eyes the Nature of Faith, and its 
Effects, collects in this Chapter the ſeve- 
ral Examples of Faith, Obedience, and 
Perſeverance, that are to be found in the 
Lives of the Patriarchs, and thoſe other il- 
luſtrious Perſons who lived before Jeſus 
Chriſt. From whence we may be con- 
vinced, how beneficial the Reading and 
Meditating on the Hiſtories of the Ol 
Teftament is to all Chriſtians. The Books 
of the Old Teftament, which we call Dog- 
matical and Moral, are the Book of Fob, 
the Pſalms, and the Writings of Sr/pmon. 
Theſe Books are not quite fo plain as 
the Hiſtorical : We find, for Inſtance, in the 
Book of Fob, and that of Proverbs, ſome 
Paſſages, the Senſe of which is not eaſy 
to be diſcovered ; this ariſes for the moit 
B Part 
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Part from the Defe& of the Tranſlation, 
and from the Difficulty there is of ex- 
preſſing in the modern Languages ex- 


treamly conciſe Sentences, and figurative 
Ways of Speaking, fo different from our 


own. But altho' thoſe Books have: ſome 
ſuch difficult Places in them, that does 
not hinder us from Reading them with 


great Advantage. is :, 

Theſe three Things occur in them, in 
general, namely, Doctrine, Morality, and 
Sentiments of Devoticn and Piety. There 
we find the principal Doctrines of Reli- 
gion, ſuch as the following: That there 
is a God who created the World; that 
it is he who guides all Things by his 
Providence ; who diſpenſes all Good and 


Evil; who protects good People, and pu- 


niſhes bad; that this God, being infinite- 


ly juſt, will render to all Men according 


to their Works; and ſuch like Doctrines 
which are propoſed in thoſe Books, and 
eſpecially in that of Fob and the Pſalms, 
with great Clearneſs, and ſupported with 
moſt inſtructive Examples. (2.) Theſe 


Books contain admirable Maxims of Mo- 


rality, and moſt uſeful Precepts upon the 


main Duties of Religion ; ſuch as Juſtice, 


Charity, Pureneſs of Life, Temperance, 


Patience, and other Virtues. (3.) We 


find in them, and eſpecially in the 


 P{alms, moſt beautiful Sentiments of Pic- 
ty, and admirable Patterns of Devotion. 


There 
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There we ſee how ſenſibly we ought to 
be affected at the Gregtnefs of God; with 
what Reverence we ought to worſhip 
that ſupreme. Being ; with what Attenti- 
on and Satisfaction we ought to meditate 
on the wonderful Works of the Creati- 
on, and of Providence ; with what Zeal 
and Gratitude we ou it to celebrate his 
Perfections, and bleſs him for his Mer- 
cies; the Eſteem we ought to have for 
the holy Laws of the. Lord, and the in- 
comparable Advantages which Piety pro- 
cures. to all thoſe who give. themſelves 
up thereto. Here we learn to. truſt in 
God, to call upon him in Adverſity, P 
ſubmit with. Refiznation to his Will, 
have recourſe to his Mercy by N 
ance, when we have offended him. Thus 
the Reading of theſe Books is very pro- 
per to inflame, and to guide our Devo- 
tion. 

T he Prophetical Books, are the Writing: 88 
of the Prophets, from Tſazah to Malachi. 
They are called Prophetical, becauſe they 
contain chiefly Prophecies and Predicti- 
ons; not but that there are interſperſed 
in thoſe Books ſome very remarkable 
Hiſtories, as in Feremiah, in Daniel. 
and in Fonas ; and that they likewiſe 
contain divers moral Inſtructions, ſuch as 
are the Exhortations, and the Remon- 
ſtrances of the Prophets : However, the 


Prophecies are the main Part of thoſe 
B 2 Books, 
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Books, and they are of three Kinds; 
the firſt Kind of Prophecies, are ſuch as 
relate to Jeſus Chriſt and the Chriſtian 
Church; the ſecond, relates to the 
Fews ; and the third, denotes what was 
to happen to other Nations, and to the 
Empires of the World. 
When we read theſe Oracles of the 
Prophets, they appear immediately ob- 
ſcure; but that. ought not to ſurpriſe 
us. For we ought to conſider in the 
firſt Place, that all Prophecies muſt be 
obſcure and unintelligible, in certain Re- 
ſpects, before the Event of them. It 
was not only not neceſſary to the Salva- 
tion of the Believers of thoſe Ages, that 
theſe Prophecies ſhould be plain to them, 
and that they ſhould underſtand them 
perfectly, but it was even neceſſary that 
the meaning of them ſhould be conceal- 
ed. The profound Wiſdom of God, and 
the Wonders of his Providence, ap- 
pear with much greater Force when we 
reflect that he has accompliſhed his De- 
ſigns, and the Predictions of the Pro- 
phets, without their being made mani- 
feſt to Men, and by Means which no 
one could have imagined. Beſides, if 
thoſe Predictions had been very plain in 
all their Circumſtances, Men might have 
obſtructed the Execution of God's De- 
ligns, unleſs he had wrought continual 
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Miracles, and changed the Order of the 

World. Thus it is an Argument of his 

great Wiſdom, that he has ſcatter d 
Darkneſs over the Prophecies. 


It is to be obſerved in the next Place, 
that what was formerly obſcure, is be- 


come now very plain by the Event. Mot 


of the Oracles which foretold the Com- 
ing of Jeſus Chriſt, his Sufferings, his 
Kingdom, the Rejection of the Fes, 
and the Calling of the Gentiles, are now 
eaſy to be underſtood. The Predictions 
which related to the Fews, and which 
denoted the Deſtruction of Feruſalem, 
and the Diſperſion of that People ; that 
was. to be brought about firſt by the 
Aſfſyrians and the Babylonians, and at- 
terwards by the Romans, ſoon after the 
Coming 2 4 our Lord; thoſe Predictions, 
I ſay, give us no Trouble, being entirely 
clear d up by the Event. As for thoſe that 
relate to other Nations, and to the Em- 
pires of the World, ſuch as the Prophe- 
cies of Taiah, from Chap. XIII, to XXIII 
and the famous Predictions of Daniel, 
they are much more hard to be compre- 
hended, becauſe moſt of thoſe that read 
them, know nothing of the Hiſtory of 
thoſe Nations, nor of thoſe 'Times ; but 
they are very plain to ſuch as under- 
ſtand that Hiſtory, Beſides the Obſcuri- 

which reſults from the Things them- 
Lives whereof the Prophets make men- 
er B 3 tion, 


22 _ The Preliminary Diſconrſe 
tion, there is another that ariſes from 
” Style of thoſe ariel pigs Per- 
ons. They expreſs themſelves often in 
a very figurative Manner ; they made 
uſe of divers Images or Idea's, and Ways 
of fpeaking, which were very different 
from the Cuſtoms of our Times. But 
with ſome Helps, fuch as thoſe which 
we endeavour to ſuggeſt in this Work, 
and after having been a little uſed to 
the Language of the Prophets, we may 
' ealily diſcover what they mean. After 
all, if there be. ſome Places in their 
Writings which we cannot underſtand, 
we may continue ignorant of them with- 
out any Hazard to our Salvation. 
But People are greatly to blame for 
neglecting, as they do, the Reading of 
the Prophecies. If Chriſtians would but 
read and meditate on them, they would 
find ſuch a Light ſhining forth in them, 
as, would 'be enough to dazzle them ; 
they would there difcover Beauties that 
5 unknown to them; and they would 
find themſelves quite otherwiſe affected 
with the Truth and Excellency of Re- 
ligion, than they are at preſent. - In Ef- 
fea; we could think of nothing in the 
World that is capable to convince us 
with more Evidence.and greater Strength, 
that there is a God who directs all 
Things, and who ſpeaks to us in the 
Scriptures, than theſe ancient Prophecies, 
air 8 | which | 
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which were already in the Hands of the 
Fetus, ſo as they are derived to us, ma- 
ny Ages before the Coming of Chriſt, 
and which have been ſo exactly accom- 
pliſhed. For which Reaſon, St. Peter 
recommends to Chriſtians the Reading 
and Meditation of the Prophecies, as 
the moſt proper Means for confirming 
their Faith. (4) Me have allo a more 
fure Word of Propheſie, - whereunto ye do 
well that ye take Heed, as unto a Light 
that ſhineth in a dark Place, until the 
Day dawn, and the Day Star ariſe in 
your Hearts. AN ( 
The New Teſtament, which is that 
Part of the Scriptures that Chriſtians 
are moſt concerned to underſtand. If 
we compare the Old Teſtament with the 
New, the latter is much more clear and 
perfect. For altho' the Doctrine of the 
Goſpel is the ſame at Bottom, with that 
of Moſes and the Prophets; yet it is 
certain that the divine Truths, the Du- 
ties, the Promiſes and the 'Threatnings 
are propos'd with greater Plainneſs and 
Strength in the New Teftament. Not on- 
ly the Goſpel has diſperſed the Shadows 
of the Law, and placed in a full Light 
what was only revealed in Part, before 
Jeſus Chriſt ; but it likewiſe teaches us 
| B 4 ſeveral 
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ſeveral Things which the ancient Belie- 
vers were ignorant of, and which the 
Prophets themſelves did not underſtand, 
as our Lord obſerves in the (e) Goſpel. 
From thence it proceeds that (F) St. 
Paul calls theſe Things Myſteries, or hid- 
den Matters, which were unknown to 
the foregoing Ages. It is not ſtrange, 
if we find more Light in the Goſpel 
than in the Law. It was Moſes and the 
Prophets who ſpoke in the Old Teſta- 
ment; but in the New, tis Jeſus Chriſt 
the Son of God, of whom God himſelf 
ſays: (g) This is my beloved don, hear 
him, St. Paul takes Notice of this Dif- 
ference, when he ſays, (Y) God, who at 
ſundry Times, and in divers Manners, 


pale in Times paſt unto the Fathers by 


the Prophets; hath in- theſe laft Days 
ſpoken to us by his Sun. 

The New Tefament comprehends the 
Goſpel, with the Acts, and the Epiſtles. 
Of theſe two Parts, the Goſpel is the 
firſt in Order and Dignity. We find 
there in the firſt Place, the Diſcourſes 
of our Lord juſt as they proceeded from 
his ſacred Mouth; the moſt holy and 
perfect Doctrine whereby he taught Man- 


kind to know God, and to ſerve him in 


Spirit 
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Spirit and in Truth; the Duties whereof he 
recommended to the Obſervation of his Di- 
ſciples, and the Rewards and Puniſhments 
of a future Life; and all this in ſuch a 
Degree of Force and Conviction, as is 
not to be found in any other Writings. 

Secondly, We there meet with a Re- 
lation of his Miracles, in which we ſee 
the Manifeſtation of his divine Power, 
and of his great Goodneſs at the ſame 
Time; ſince all thoſe Miracles were no- 
thing but ſo many Mercies and Favours 
beſtowed on Men. | 
We ought to contemplate thoſe Mi- 
-racles with the utmoſt Attention, when 
we read of them in the Goſpel ; ſeeing 
that this was the Method which God 
made choice of to convince the World, 
that Jeſus was the Meſſias. Finally, we 
obſerve in the Goſpel, the perfectly ho- 
ly Life of this our great Saviour, his Zeal 
and Submiſſion to the Will of his Fa- 
ther, his great Charity towards Men, 
his Meekneſs, his Humility, his Since- 
rity, his Purity, his Patience, and his 
Renouncing of the World. All theſe 
Virtues, which ſhine in his Life, are 
united in his Death; and that in the 
higheſt Degree. In a Word, the Goſpel 
joyns to the Hiſtory of the Death of 
Chriſt, that of his Reſurrection and Aſ- 
cenſion, which are the Foundations of 
our Faith and Hope, 

| | It 
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It appears from thence, that the Go- 
ſpel is the moſt conſiderable Part of the 
New Teftament : Accordingly the Church 
has always looked upon the Reading the 
Goſpel, as a Thing of the greateſt Im- 
portance ; and juſt like the Zezws, who, 
tho they read the Writings of the Pro- 
phets, and received them as divinely 
inſpired,” yet had a particular Venerati- 
on for: the Law of Moſes, whoſe Books 
they preferr'd before all the reſt; fo 
the Chriſtians have always had a ſingu- 
lar Reverence for the Writings of the 
Evangeliſts. Hence proceeds that anci- 
ent Cuſtom of Riſing and Standing 
whilſt the Goſpel is read in the Church, 


and that other of Reading and Expound- 


ing the Goſpel every Sunday throughout 
the Year: ART 2 | | 
We may obſerve in the Acts of the 

1 2 how the Goſpel was preached 
after the Aſcenſion of our Lord, as 
well at Jeruſalem and the adjacent Pla- 
ces, as in ſeveral Parts of the World. 
The Reading of this Book is very pro- 
fitable ; and as it contains nothing but 
Hiſtory, tis plain enough. ö 
_ The Epiſtles, which are certain Let- 
ters that the Apoſtles writ to the 
Churches of their Time, or to private 
Perſons, do likewiſe compoſe one Part 
of the facred Books of the New TH 
id ment 
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ment. (2) St. Peter teaches us, that 
even- in the Life of the Apoſtles, the 
Epiſtles of St. Paul were put into the 
Rank of the divine Writings. "Tis a 
very great Miſtake to imagine, that the 
Golbel is ſufficient, and that we have 
no Occaſion for the Epiſtles. We find 
in the Epiſtles, the Explication of ſeve- 
ral Articles, which are there placed in 
a more clear Light than in the Goſpel ; 
inſomuch that the Goſpel is render'd 
more intelligible in divers Reſpects, by 
joyning the Epiſtles to them. In 
Effect, Jeſus Chriſt did not always think 
it proper to explain himſelf exactly, and 
particularly upon ſeveral Heads; he 
frequently (E) wrapped up his Mind 
in figurative Expreſſions, or in Parables 
and Similitudes, which were attended 
with ſome Kind of Darkneſs, and were 
not to be cleared up till after his Aſ- 
cenſion. There were even ſeveral Mat- 
ters which our Saviour did not commu- 
nicate to his Apoſtles, whilſt he was 
here upon Earth with them, and con- 
ſequently which are not to be found in 
the Goſpel. Obſerve how he ſpeaks to 
them upon ſuch an Occaſion: (/) T have 
yet many Things to ſay unto you, but ye 
cane bear them yet : Hnbeit alen te 
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the Spirit of Truth is come, he will gas 


yon into all Truth. — And he ſhall ben 
Jon Things to came. The Apoſtles were 


much more enlighten'd after they had re- 
ceived the Holy Ghoſt, than before ; ac- 
cordingly we find in their Writings great 
Lights, and divers Things extreamly 
uſeful, and even abſolutely neceſſary for 

our Inſtruction. OP = 4 
What is chiefly, to he taken Notice 
of, for the right Underſtanding the Epi- 
ſtles, is, the Reaſons and Views which 
the Apoſtles had in Writing them. They 
there treat of divers Matters agreeable 
to the Times in which they lived, and 
according to the Wants of the Church- 
es; but what they ſay upon thoſe Sub- 
jects, ſerves to enlighten ſeveral Points 
of Religion. In general, they there pro- 
poſe to themſelves to preſerve Purity of 
Doctrine and of Manners, in thoſe Chri- 


ſtian Churches that had lately been 


founded; and to arm the Faithful againſt 


thoſe Errors, which ſeveral Perſons, who 


came out either from among the Jeu, 
or the Gentiles, endeavour d to propa- 
gate; and by which they corrupted both 
the Doctrine and Morality of the Go- 
ſpel. The great Aim of the Apoſtles in 
all their Epiſtles, is to induce Chriſtians 
to perſevere in the Faith and in a holy 
Lite; they all End in Exhortations tg the 


Practice of Virtue, and of the Duties of _ 
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Religion. 'There be ſome of 'em that 
were writ with no other View; ſuch are 
133 thoſe Epiſtles that are cal- 
ed Cathohck, or general; in which, ex- 
cepting certain Places where the Apoſtles 
touch upon ſome Articles of Doctrine, as 
it were by the Way, we find nothing 
but Precepts of Morality, and Exhortati- 

ons to Holineſs. 

Me may ſee by what has been ſaid, that 

the Reading of the Books of the Ol 

and New Teſtament, is an abundant 

Spring of Inſtruction and Edification. 

But, in Order to reap this Benefit from 
it, the Mind and Heart muſt be rightly 
diſpoſed when People ſet about it. One 
might read the Scripture even with Di- 
ligence and Application, and yet with- 
out any Fruit, if one read only for 
reading Sake, and only in Order to 
make one's ſelf Maſter of it. It is with 

Reading, as it is with Praying, and o- 

ther religious Acts, which are of no Uſe, 

and which may even be turned into Sin, 

if we do not bring along with us the 
neceſſary Diſpoſitions. 

I. The firſt is Attention: that is to 
ſay, that when we read, our Mind 
ſhould be free, eaſy, and void of other 
Thoughts. We mult above all take Care, 
that the Heart be not ingroſſed by Paſſi- 
ons; for it is chiefly from the Heart, 


and from the Paſſions, that the Diſtracti- 
ons 


ran 8. Wo 


T Loy 


— 


* = 


ME Us he Preliminary i Diſcourſe 
ons and want of Attention in Reading; 
as well as in Praying, do proceed ; the 
Mind always tending. to ' thoſe Things 


to which the Heart is poſſeſſed. On 


theſe Accounts it would be beſt to'chuſe 


for our Reading ſuch a Part of Time, 
in which we are not taken up in other 


Matters, and eſpecially. the Morning. 


It is likewiſe of Importance to reflect 


a little with our ſelves before we begin 


Reading, and ſeriouſly to contemplate 


What we are going to do, and to confi- 
der, that when we read the Scripture, 
God ſpeaks to us; and that it is by the 


Means of his Word, that he vouchſafes 


to Sag .95 to eternal Life and Happi- 
neiSs. | h AA ASL OS een 


ve . ought to allow ourſelves Leiſure 


enough. There are ſome People, who 
value themſelyes for Reading a great 


Deal, and for running through the Books 


of the Scriptures in a ſmall Space of 


Time; but no Reading is of Advantage 
without the Attention that is neceſſary 


thereto, or without the Meditation and 
Reflection which ought to be made 


thereon. It is the ſame with Reading, 
Which is the Nouriſhment of the Soul, 


as it is with Meats that are taken for 


Nouriſhing the Body, and which will 


neither preſerve our Life, nor give Vi- 


gour to our Bodies, unleſs they be 


chewed 
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chewed and digeſted. Wherefore all 
Precipitation ought to be avoided, no- 
thing muſt be done in haſt, but we 
ſhould: allow ourſelves the Leiſure of 
duly! conſidering, - and carefully weigh- 
ing whatever we read. For this Pur- 
poſe, Reading ought not to be too long, 
and it were better not to read much at 
a, Time; tho'-there is ſome Difference 
likewiſe to be made in this Reſpect. 
For when we read the Hiſtorical Part, 
we may read more and faſter; there 
is a greater Connection in Hiſtory; 
neither does it tranſport the Mind from 
one Subject to another; the Sequel of 
the Narration fixes it down, and keeps 
up the Attention, and we likewiſe re- 
member better what we read of that 
Kind. But when we read Chapters 
that contain nothing but Leſſons of Do- 
ctrine or Morality, ſuch as the Book of 
Fob, the Proverbs, and the Epiſtles of 
the Apoſtles, we can't read ſo long; be- 
cauſe every Verſe in them requires a 


particular Conſideration, accordingly we 


ought to read but little and flow. 
II. We muſt read frequently and di- 
ligently. Nothing but frequent Read- 


ing is ſufficient to make the Scriptures 


familiar to us, and to render us Ma- 
ſters thereof. By reading them often 
and regularly, we have Opportunities of 
Meditating always the more upon . ; 

* 
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but thoſs who tead them but ſel⸗ 

dom, will never fill the Mind, and 
much leſs the Heart, with what is con- 
tained in thoſe ſacred Books, Beſides, 
an aſſiduous and exact Reading will al- 

ways give us a better Reliſh of the 

0 Word of God, it being certain, that the 

a more we read it, the more. we meditate | 

5 upon it; and the more we find of 

q Unction and Beauty in it, the more it 

, enlightens the Mind, and the more it 

rejoyces and ſatisfies the Heart. A Chri- 
ſtian ought therefore to make this Word 
his ordinary Study, to meditate on it 

Day and Night ; and as he daily refreſh- 

es his Body with Food, he ought like- 

wiſe every Day to ſupply his Soul with 

this heavenly Nouriſhment, which will 

make it live for ever. 

III. We muſt read with Knowledge 
and Judgment; and this as well for the 
right Underſtanding the Meaning of 
Scripture, as for comprehending the Ufe 
thereof: Otherwiſe we ſhall read it 
in vain, and we may even dangerouſly 
deceive ourſelves. 

Firſt, There is Occaſion for Judgment, 
in Order to judge how, and in what 
Senſe, that which we read is the Word 

of God. For juſt as there be ſome Acti- 
ons that are related in Scripture, not 
becauſe we ſhould imitate them, but ra- 


ther to give us an Abhorrence of em; 
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o we find a great many Things that 


were not recorded, to be made uſe of 
by us as Rules for our Opinion or Be- 
haviour. The ſacred Authors do ſome- 
times recite the Words and Sentiments 
of wicked Men. We find in the Pro- 
phet Malachi the following Expreſſions: 
(m) It ir in vain to ſerve God, and 
what Profit is it, that we have kept his 
Ordinances. And we read in the Epi- 
ſtles of St. Paul this Maxim of profane 
and ſenſual" Perſons, (u) Let us eat and 


 arink, tor to Morrow we dic. But when 


we meet with theſe, and the like Paſ- 


ages, it ſhould be remember'd, that 


they are wicked Men who ſpeak them. 
Nay, even ſome Perſons, whoſe Piety 
15 commended in the Scripture, have not 
always ſpoken or acted after a Manner 
conformable to Holineſs, Thus when 
we read, that (o) David vowed to ex- 
tirpate the Houſe of Nabal, we ought 
to believe that he committed Sin in fo 
ſaying. 'The Diſcourſes of the Friends of 
Fob (p), tho very beautiful, and very 
inſtructive, are not to be approved 
throughout ; fer it is faid that God was 
angry with them becauſe they did not 
{peak as they ought. = 
4} +6 This 
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This Judgment is likewiſe neceſſary 


for knowing . in what Senſe what we 
read ought to be taken; for Want of 
which, we might often be deceived. 


For Inſtance, when Moſes ſaid, that (3) 
God harden d Pharaoh's Heart, one 


might be apt to think that the Hardneſs 
of Mens Hearts proceeds from God, and 
that he is the Cauſe thereof; which is 
a deteſtable and blaſphemous Opinion. 
When St. Paul ſays, (r) that Jeſus 
Chriſt has deliver d us from the Law, 
that he has aboliſhed the Obligation 
that was againſt us in the Ordinances 
of the Law, and that we are juſtified 
without the Works of the Law, we 
ought to underſtand in what Senſe he 
ſpeaks it, otherwiſe we ſhall fall into 
that falſe and pernicious Perſwaſion, 
that Chriſtians are excuſed from obſerv- 
ing the Moral Law, and that good Works 
are not neceſſary. We daily hear Sin- 
ners 2nd Libertines defending and excu- 
ſing. themſelves , by Paſſages which they 
uote from Scripture, but which at the 
ame Time they underſtand in a wrong 
Senſe; and which, as St. Peter ſays 
even in his Age, (s) they that are un- 
learned and unſtable wrefti unto their own 
717 l De- 
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Deſtruction. Examples of this Kind are 
numberleſs. This ſhews us of how great 
Importance it is to read the Scriptures 
with a wiſe and juſt Diſcernment. 
One of the principal Means not to 
miſtake the meaning of Scripture is, to 
ſet the Aim and Deſign of the ſacred 
Writers always before our Eyes; to 
conſider upon what Occaſion. and with 
what View they yu to give Heed to 
the Connexion of the Diſcourſe to that 
which precedes and that which follows; 
and to compare what we read with o- 
ther Paſſages, which may ſerve to ex- 
plain it. We ſhould be greatly Miſtaken 
if we conſider d all the Verſes in every 
Chapter ſeparately, as if they were ſo 
many looſe and disjointed Sentences, 
which had each of them a diſtinct Mean- 
ing; like thoſe we meet with in the 
Book of Proverbs. We ought never to 
loſe Sight of the Aim and Purport of 
the Diſcourſe, if we would diſcover 
the true Senſe. of the Word of God. 
This onght to be our particular Care 
when we read Dogmatical Books and 
Chapters, and eſpecially the Epiſtles ; 
upon which Account it is likewiſe, 
that we have been obliged to inlarge a 
little upon the Contents of thoſe Chap- 
ters. | 
If the Diſcernment of which we have 


been ſpeaking, is ſo neceflary to. under- 
C2 land 
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ſtand the Scripture itſelf, it is not leſs 
ſo to diſcover the Uſe thereof. It is to 
be obſerved upon that Head, that the 
great End of the Scripture, and the Uſe 


for which it is deſigned, is to produce in 


us Faith and Love of God, and by 
thofe Means to guide us to everlaſting 
Life. (7) Thele Things ame written, 
ſays St. 7ohn, that ye might believe that 
Feſus is the Sim of God, and that'believ- 
ing ye might baus Life through his 
Name. St. Paul ſays likewiſe; that, 
(2) Whatſoever T hings were written a- 


feretime, were written fir aur Learning; 


that cue throuwh Patience and Comfort 
of the Scriptures might hace Hope) This 
is the natural Effect of all the Parts of 


the revealed Writings. The Deftrines 
and Truths are propoſed to us, to the 


End that we receive them with Faith, 
and that our Hearts may be purified 
thereby, and we induced to love and 
fear God. The Commandments were 


given us for no other Purpoſe, but that 


they might be obeyed. The Promiſes 
and T hreatnings-'tend' only to turn us 
away from Evil, and to lead us to 
that which is Good. Ihe ſame Uſe is 
to be made of thoſe Examples which 
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Thus in all our Readings, we ought 
always to ſeek for that which is proper, 
in the firſt Place, to inform and inſtruct 
us; and in the next, to ſanctify us, and 
to bring us to God; in ſuch Manner, as 
that whatever we read, may always ex- 
cite us more and more to Holineſs, and 
continually diſpoſe us to lead a good 
Life. It is moreover of Moment, that 
every one ſhould obſerve in the Scripture 
what may concern himſelf in particular, 
or has any relation to the Wants and 
Circumſtances in which he finds himſelf. 
It is in ſuch a juſt Application which we 
make to ourſelves of what the Word of 
God contains, that the right Uſe of onr 
Bibles conſiſts. St. James teaches us 
the ſame, when he ſays, (0 F any 
Man be a Hearer of the Word, and not a 
Doer ; he is like unto a Man beholding his 
natural Face in a Glaſs, for be behold- 
eth himſelf, and goeth his May, and 
ſtraitway forgetteth what manner of Man 
he "was. Whereas thoſe are wiſe and 
faithful Hearers, who conſider and meditate 
with Attention this holy Word, and 
practiſe whatever it commands. Thus 
this Apoſtle ſnews, that Obedience and 
Practice is the End of the Holy Seri- 
pture, and that we ought not to read 
17 | or 
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or hear it, but with « Deſign of grow- 
ing better; and that thoſe who do not 
make ſuch a Uſe of it, do impoſe Span 
and cheat themſelves. _ 

IV. The Scripture is to be read with 
Submiſſion and Obedience of Faith. In 
effect, ſince it is God that ſpeaks to us 
there, all that we are to do, is, in the 
firſt Place, to be well aſſured of, "and to 
underſtand rightly the Meaning of his 
Word, which is never hard with Reſpect 
to Things neceſſary for Salvation ; and 
in the next Place, to receive, with an 
entire Submiſhon, whatever it ſpeaks 
to us, and to conform our Beliet and 
Behaviour thereto. Thus when we read 


the Hiſtories which are there related, 


we ought to believe them as firmly as 
if we ſaw with our own Eyes the Events 


Which are therein mentioned; this we 


ought: to do, the rather, ſince there is 
no Hiſtory in' the World, that has fo 
many Tokens or Proofs of its Veracity, 
as that which we find in the Bible. 

When the Scripture propoſes Dofirines 
to us, and requires us to believe them, 
we ought to receive them with an en- 
tire Aſſent. And altho' thoſe Doctrines 
ſhould contain ſomething in them, 
whereof we could not eaſily comprehend 
either the Reaſon or the Manner, that 
ought not to make us uneaſy, nor ſtag- 


ger our — We ought to conſider, 
that 
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that there are Truths which are certain, 
evident, and not to be doubted of; and 
yet when we come to ſcrutinize in- 
to them, we meet with Difficulties 


that are never to be ſurmounted. 


Wherefore it is no leſs wiſe than pious, 
upon ſuch Occaſions, to diveſt our- 
ſelves of the Spirit of Curioſity, and 
to ſacrifice our vain Argumentations and 
raſh Enquiries, which can only fink us 
deeper into Scepticiſm and Incredulity. 
Tis God that ſpeaks, and that is 
enough. | | 

When we read the Commandments ' 
and the Laws, which God gives us in 
his Word, to ſerve for the Rule of our 
Behaviour, we are bound to believe, 
that the Obſervation of theſe Laws is 
abſolutely neceſſary, and conſequently 
that it is our Duty to conform thereto, 
Here it is above all Places in which the 
Meaning of the Scripture is never ob- 
ſcure, and wherein it is impoſſible to be 
Miſtaken, without a wilful Blindneſs. 
Accordingly we have nothing ele to do, 
but to ſubmit ourſelves, with the utmolt 
Humility and Singleneſs of Heart, to 
whatever it ſhall pleaſe God to require 
of us; always remembring, that he has a 
ſovereign Authority over us, and that he 
preſcribes us nothing but what is for our 
own Good, And even tho what God 


commands of us ſhould appear diſa oo 
| _ 
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able or inconvenient, and contradict our 
Paſſions and deareſt Inclinations ; it is ſuf- 
ficient that God has ſpoke,and ſaid,you ſhall 

Ao this, to lay us — an Obligation of do- 
ing it; or yon ſhall not do it, to oblige us to 


forbear it. Then it is that we muſt impoſe 


Silence upon our Paſſions, and not at all 


hearken to the Suggeſtions of our own 


Hearts; for it is nothing but the Paſſi- 
ons that makes any thing ſeem difficult 
which God commands, and that furniſh- 
es us with wrong Arguments to excuſe 
our Diſobedience. And if we mult re- 
ſiſt our Inclinations, and offer Violence 
to our Deſires on this Account, we 


ſhall thereby prove, that Faith and the 


Love of God are the Motives of our 
Actions. Nay, it is only by reſiſting 
our Inclinations, and ſubduing our Aver- 
ſions, that our Obedience can be tried, 
and that we ſhall be able to teſtify, 
that we ſubmit our Wills. to that of the 
Lord. But it is dangerous, and entire- 
ly contrary. to Faith, to diſpute when 
God commands, and' to conteſt either 
the Nature or the Neceſſity of our Duty. 
It is to baniſh all theſe falſe Reaſonings, 
and all theſe vain Pretences which we 
make uſe of, to illude the moſt poſitive 
Declarations of the Word of God,. that 
induced the Apoſtles. to ſay ſo fre- 
quently, when they make mention of 
the Laws by Which we are to be judged: + 
BHIA - 27> : Do 
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Do nor deceive your ſehoes by vain Di. 


courſes, and the like. 

Finally, The ſame Submiſſion ought 
to obtain with Reſpect to the Promiſes 
and Threathings of God. That is to 
Tay, when the Scripture ſpeaks to us 
concerning the Happineſs of a future 
Life, or of thoſe Puniſhments which are 
laid up 'in Store for the Wicked, we 
ought no more td heſitate about the 
Certainty either of thoſe Promiſes or 
Threatnings, than if we had ſeen them 
already accompliſhed, or that the great 
Day of Retribution, and of Rewards 
and Puniſhments, were already come. 
This is one of the principal Effects of 
Faith: (&) I is the Subſtance of Things 
hoped for, the Evidence of Things not 
ſeen. In this © conſiſts the Obedience of 
Tuch -a Faith as ought to attend the 
Reading of the holy Scripture, without 
which we both read and hear in vain ; 
(y) The Word preached does not profit, 
if it be not mixed with Faith in them 
that hear it. | 

V. The Laſt Diſpoſition which we 
ought to carry along with us in our 
Reading, is Piety and Devotion ; this 
Diſpoſition is the chief, and includes all 
the reſt. He who reads the Scripture, 
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muſt needs love Truth and Virtue, muſt 
be indued with a Heart inclinable to good, 
and with a fincere Deſire of Knowing 

and Doing the Will of God; this Upright- 
neſs of Intention is what our Lord calls 
in the Goſpel (3), an honeſt and good. 
Heart, which having heard the Mord, 
keeps 'it, and brings forth Fruit with 
Patience. This it is which makes the Y}' 
Mind attentive, and gives it that wiſe 
| Diſcernment that is ſo neceſſary to un- 
dcdeerſtand aright what God would have 
K us both know and do in Order to obtain 
#8 Salvation, Such an Intention enables 
> us always to penetrate into the true 
I Senſe of Scripture, and to diſcoyer the 
Beauties thereof. Chriſt teaches us it 
by theſe very remarkable Words: (a) 
Tf any Man will do bis Mill, he fhall 
know of the Doftrine, whether it be of 
God. God reveals himſelf to thoſe who 
ſeek him; and it is in the Hearts of ſuch 
Men, that he infuſes the cleareſt Light 
of his Spirit, and the moſt ſaving Know- 
ledge of himſelf. | 
Next to Holineſs, the Reading of the 
Scripture requires a Heart full of Devotion. 
All thoſe who have any Tincture of Re- 
ligion, allow Devotion to be neceſſary in 
Prayer; it is no leſs neceſſary in Read- 
. eig. 
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ing. When God ſpeaks to us in his 
Word, we ought not to be leſs affected 
with thoſe tender and affectionate Sen- 
timents of Reverence, Zeal, Joy, and 
Love, which are the Products of Devo- 
tion, than we ought to be when we 
apply ourſelves to him in our Prayers. 
Nay, Prayer ought never to be ſeparated 
from Reading. We can never be in a 
better Difpoſition for Hearing the Voice 
of God, than when we call upon, and 
lift up our Hearts to him. Tis by 
Praying, and humbly imploring the 
Aſſiſtance of the holy Spirit, that we ob- 
tain that Grace which . bends the Heart 
towards the Love of God, and towards 
the Obſervation of his Commandments. 
Neither is there any other Way that the 
Reading of the Holy Scripture can be- 
come falut to us, or lead us to that 
End for which the Lord cauſed it to be 
written, Jie 


God grant that the Reflections that 
we have now made, and thoſe which are 
ſcatter d thro' the Body of this Work, 
may produce ſuch an Effect in the Minds 
of thoſe who read them! Yah" 
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